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Abstract

In the whole history of India, there are few women who influenced coatemporary politics. Tarabai
Mohite is one of them. Hence, we evaluated her massive contribution to Maratha Nation through this
article. As per the available record it seems that, she was the daughter of great Commander-in-Chief of
Maratha Army, Hambirrao Mohite, daughter-in-law of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and wife of
Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharaj. After the unexpected death of Chhatarpati Rajaram Maharaj, she led
Maratha Army and blazed the feeling of liberty in the minds of Maratha people. Due to her leadership,
she created liveliness amongst Maratha people and therefore Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb lost his
dream to conquer Deccan Province. Aurangzeb himself was very experienced but Maharani Tarabai
confused him with help of offensive war strategy and her strategy about forts. During the Maratha War
of Independence, she sent her nobleman towards North India to invade Mughal Territory. It was in the
real sense the beginning of the Maratha Empire. In short, she fought fearlessly against Aurangzeb and
protected Maratha’s State in the crucial condition.. Hence, we opine that she was not only the protector
of Maratha State but also the founder of Maratha Empire. As a woman she is the first lady in all the
history of India who established her own independent State i.e. Kolhapur.

Keywords: Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, Hambirrao Mohite, Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharaj, Tarabai

‘Mohite, Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, Maratha Nation, Maratha Empire, offensive war strategy.

Introduction
In the entire history of India, there are very few women who played the decisive role in the making

of history. Sultan Raziya, Chandbibi of Ahmednagar, Rani Durgavati of Gondwana, Rashtramatalijabai, -

RaniLaxmibai of Zanshi are the few examples of that women who influenced politics in the contemporary
period. Maharani Tarabai is also one of them. She was the daughter' of great Commander-in-Chief of
Maratha Army, HambirraoMohite, daughter-in-law of ChhatrapatiShivajiMaharaj and wife of
ChhatrapatiRajaramMaharaj. She was the great lady in her times and in her field. Though she was a woman,
she fought fearlessly against Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. She was not only the protector of Maratha State
but also the founder of Maratha Empire. As a woman she is the first lady in the entire history of India who
established her independent State i.e. Kolhapur.

History cannot forget her massive contribution which she had given to Maratha State. In cntical
condition she took over leadership of Maratha Army. After the unexpected death of
ChhatrapatiRajaramMaharaj on 02™ March,1700 she, hushed up her sorrow and decided to l_ead M.aralha
Army. Aurangzeb’s desire to conquer Maratha State became thwarted because of her capability. With the
help of experienced Chieftains and devoted troops she triumphed over Mughal troops. It was really a State
of emergency in Maratha history. Because, Aurangzeb was determined to destroy Maratha’sState at any
cost. In this situation, Maharani Tarabai opposed Aurangzeb unwaveringly. That was her glorious success
which she had achieved personally. Hence, the study her massive contribution ir the Maratha War of
Independence isthe milestone in the history of the Maratha’s. Because of this, we are trying to highlight
massive contribution of Maharani Tarabai in the MarathaWar of Independencethrough this article.

‘Objectives of the Research Paper: The following are the objectives of this research paper:

1) To throw light on the biography of Maharani Tarabai ' )
2) To review the work of Maharani Tarabai in the reign of ChhtrapatiRaj aramMaharaj

Vol. 117, Issue: (IV) October — December 2021 278
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